Lake Chapter, A.B.A.T.E. of MN

Sons of Silence Clubhouse, Cokato, MN

June 1, 2013, 3:00 pm
Officers Present:


Sergeant at Arms:
President
Todd Riba
X
Charlie Cassell
X
Vice President
Jim Kosse
X
Lee Plante
Secretary
Patty Barnes

Michael Shinn
Treasurer
Danita McDowell
X
Cousin Steve
Chapter Rep
Mike Jencks 
X
Keith Knee
X



Brian Hannig
X
Total number of members attending:  22
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance:  3:20 pm
Welcome of new members and guests:  Bruce, Jerry, and Mike; President’s Remarks; Vice-President’s Remarks:
President commented that we have a lot of common ground with the Sons of Silence and he thanked everyone who came out.

OFFICER REPORTS

• Secretary’s report: 

Motion to accept minutes as written – Mitch made a motion to accept the minutes as written, Brad second. Motion passed.

• Treasurer’s report: 

	Started May with:
	$2,341.23

	Income:
	

	Memberships (April)
	55.00

	Presale tickets for the June 2 Spring Run
	80.00

	Total:
	$135.00

	
	

	Expenses:
	

	State Rally Chrome Sponsorship
	250.00

	MRF Sustaining Membership
	100.00

	Reimburse Mike Berger: Postage to mail in election ballots
	8.52

	Postage 1st Class RN mailed to Chapter Rep (April & May)
	4.00

	Chapter Officers Business Cards & Badges
	98.00

	Total:
	$460.52

	May Ending Balance:
	$2,015.71

	
	

	Earmarks:
	

	2012 Member of the Year Membership:   Smoker
	20.00

	1/2 page ad in the Road Noise:  Spring Run
	45.50

	1/4 page ad in the Road Noise:   MN Day
	35.00

	Jeff Hennie Lake Chapter Membership
	20.00

	2013 Member of the Year Membership:  TBD
	50.00

	Website annual hosting fee
	39.95

	Corn Feed :: 2013 State Rally
	50.00

	Memorial Day Run Chapter Social
	150.00

	Chapter reminders postcards (3 mailings a year)
	221.50

	Spring Run Door Prizes (Lake Chapter & MRF single memberships)
	50.00

	Grounded Hogs Party
	750.00

	Products
	350.00

	Annual blanket fundraiser insurance
	125.00

	Total:
	$1906.95

	
	

	Petty Cash
	40.05

	MRF Donation
	126.75

	Chapter Gambling Fund
	5.87

	Food Shelf Fund
	0.00

	Toys for Tots Fund
	4.10

	Buddy Bear Fund
	17.00

	Grand Total:
	$2,209.48

	Spendable
	$108.76


Most of the money we make between now and the Grounded Hogs party will be from memberships.  We had a $224.45 profit from products last year.  Danita will work with Holly to try to make products more profitable.

• Chapter Rep Report:  Mike had two free tickets available for East Central Chapter’s upcoming fundraiser on June 8th.  He has Rally posters and Rally raffle tickets available.  Get out and sell Rally sponsorships.

Motion to accept Officer’s reports as presented – Fred Pawelk made a motion to accept the reports, Keith Knee second. Motion passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS (limited to 5 minutes maximum)
• Special Events (Charlie C): 

The Spring Run is tomorrow.  The Grounded Hogs Party will be at the Rockford Township Hall on February 1st.  The next Special Events Committee meeting will be before the August meeting on August 17th at Vic’s in Victoria at 1:30.  We’ll talk about raising some money for Toys for Tots.
• Products (Holly R):  Holly was absent.  Danita commented that she’ll work with Holly to come up with a 25th Anniversary T-Shirt.  She also talked about her company, Promotional Resources out of St. Joseph, who could do an online store for us.  It wouldn’t cost any money up-front.  They would take their cut and send us a check.  We would sell Chapter products only, no State products.  Jim Holcomb mentioned he also runs an online store.  He and Danita will talk.

• State Rally (Jim K):  The next Rally Committee meeting will be at the July BOD.  Lake Chapter has sold several sponsorships.  Besides the Chapter’s Chrome sponsorship, Keith got a Silver sponsorship from Delano Rental, Jim got a Silver sponsorship from Crow River HD, Charlie got a Chrome sponsorship from Delano Lanes, and Dave got Copper sponsorships from Madigan’s and Maple Lake Automotive.
• Dial-A-Ride (Mike E):  Mike was absent.  Danita commented that the new website is very nice and user friendly.

• Public Relations: (Mitch B):  The May is Motorcycle Awareness Month Proclamation was signed by Governor Dayton on May 24th.  The Camp Friendship Bike Show will be on Tuesday, June 18 at 6:00.  Meet at Sturges Park in Buffalo at 5:30 for a group ride to the camp. 
• Website (Charm B):  We broke 400 page views in the month of May.  Charm received a $40 anonymous donation in the mail to pay the website hosting fee for a year – that will be applied to 2014 since 2013 is already paid for.
• Social Media (Danita M):  We’re getting increased views on Facebook as people continue to share.
• Training and Education (Open):  The Experienced Rider Course was cancelled.

Keith Knee made a motion to accept the committee reports. Popeye seconded. Motion passed.
LEGISLATIVE REPORTS (limited to 5 minutes maximum)
• MRF Report: (Dawn R): Five A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota members attended Bikers Inside the Beltway in Washington, DC: Mack, Mitch, Todd, Dawn, and Gary Goracke from Freedom First Riders Chapter.  22 states were represented and attendees met with over 300 officials.  The Congressional Motorcycle Caucus has started up again.  We need to keep an eye on the Black Box bill – NHTSA is requiring all vehicles to have a “black box” by September 2014, but there’s no legislation stating who owns the data.  There is nothing specific in Obamacare that targets motorcyclists.
• Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Task Force: (Mitch B):  There are studies that conclude motorcyclist deaths are increasing, but those studies don’t mention that rider numbers are going up. 

• Legislative Report (Todd R):  U.S. Representative Michele Bachmann isn’t running for another term.  We have Lake Chapter members in this District and an open seat is an opportunity for us.  She has always been a strong supporter of motorcycle rights at the state and federal level. We’ve been invited to a fundraiser for Minnesota Representative Ernie Leidiger, June 15 at Ernie’s farm in Mayer. $24 per person or $40 per couple.  Ernie has been a strong supporter and his district is in our area.  Feel free to inform Todd of any upcoming fundraisers for motorcycle friendly politicians. Governor Dayton declared May as Motorcycle Awareness month.  Please contact the Governor and thank him for his commitment to motorcycle safety and public awareness.  The reason we ask to have May declared as Motorcycle Awareness month every year, instead of just making it perpetual, is for the PR we get out of it.  There’s a new report from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety/Highway Loss Data Institute claiming after Michigan’s repeal of the helmet law injury claims are more costly.  We need to monitor this in Minnesota; the next big threat could be “No Fault” insurance requirements for motorcycles, which would be very costly.  We’re looking at an anti-profiling bill; Twitch and DD’s presentation at A.B.A.T.E. U generated a lot of interest.  As of July 1st the refund program is back – you can donate $50 per individual or $100 per couple to a State candidate and have it refunded by the state.
Keith Knee made a motion to accept the Legislative reports as presented.  Fred Pawelk seconded. Motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS:

Danita asked about creating meeting flyers that we could hang up at our meeting locations a couple of weeks prior.  She found a template but would need some help from someone who has Photoshop.  She will talk to Charm.
NEW BUSINESS:
We need volunteers for the membership table at the Freedom Rally in Algona, July 3rd – 5th.  If you work a four hour shift you’ll get a free pass for next year’s Freedom Rally.  Let Todd know if you’re interested.
Todd would like to form a committee to plan for Lake Chapter’s 25th Anniversary, which is officially October 1st.  Mike J, Danita M, Brian H, Charm B, Todd R, and Charlie C volunteered.

Todd would like to investigate ways to make money for our Toys for Tots and/or Food Shelf funds.  Some ideas are a pancake breakfast and selling hotdogs at Coborn’s or Cub.

July 20th is the “It’s All About The Kids” Run.  The run is supported by the Sons of Silence and they would like to see a lot of participation from our Chapter.  They started with 188 bikes last year.  Registration is 10:00 – 11:30 am at Whiskey Junction in Minneapolis, at noon the ride leaves for the Children’s Hospital where they have tours, a meet and greet, and a Buddy Bear donation. The ride returns to Whiskey Junction at 2:00 pm for a reception, silent auction, and live music by Pork Chop. 100% of the proceeds go to the Families in Need Fund.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

June 2nd – Spring Run, leaving Delano Lanes at 1:00 pm.
June 15th –Minnesota Representative Ernie Leidiger Fundraiser in Mayer.  Meet at the Waconia Holiday at 4:30 pm

June 18th – Bike Show at Camp Friendship, Annandale, 6:00 pm.  Leave Sturges Park in Buffalo at 5:30 pm

July 3rd-6th – A.B.A.T.E. of Iowa Freedom Rally, Algona, IA

July 13th – Chapter Meeting at Smoker’s, Breezy Point, 3:00 pm.  Group ride leaving the Holiday at Highway 10 and County Road 11 in Becker at 1:00 pm
July 20th – It’s All About The Kids Ride, Whiskey Junction, Minneapolis, registration 10:00 am, ride leaves at 12:00 pm

August 6th – Minnesota Day at Wy’s Casino in Central City, SD

August 17th – Chapter meeting at the Jensen’s in Elko, 3:00 pm.  Group ride leaving Vic’s in Victoria at 2:00 pm
Fred Pawelk made a motion to adjourn. Dawn Riba seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 4:26 pm
Respectfully submitted,

Becky Hasslen, with contributions from Maureen O’Hern and Jim Kosse
(filling in for our ill Secretary, Patty Barnes)
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